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Cosgrave Spirit Soars for Its 20th Celebration

Kathy Coburn Benton, The Honorable Maria Schorsch
Bacinich, 2014 Cosgrave Honoree, her son, Todd
Bacinich and Eileen Bluestone Sherman

Graham Davidson, son of 2014 Cosgrave Honoree Wesley
Cullen Davidson (center) and her husband, Sandy Davidson

2014 Cosgrave Honoree Dale Danson Winston and
her husband, Roger Winston

Anniversary Speaker Francine LeFrak with her
Same Sky jewelry created by women in Rwanda

Dr. Sara Arthur, Dr. Nelly Santos and 2014 Cosgrave Honoree Dr. Katherine J. Hampares

Many milestones were recorded at the
20th anniversary of the Jessica Cosgrave
Lifetime Achievement Awards. In the past
20 years, 118 Finch alumnae and faculty
have been honored, and 61 grants and scholarships, totaling more than $100,000 raised
from the annual awards presentation, have
been presented to outstanding women wanting to further their education.
The 2014 Cosgrave honorees – a former
faculty member and three alumnae – recognized May 20 at the Cosmopolitan Club are:
Dr. Katherine J. Hampares, Lighthouse
Point, FL, Spanish and French professor at
Finch, 1969–1972.
The Hon. Maria Schorsch Bacinich,
Palm Beach, FL, artist and former honorary
consul from Slovenia to the United States.
Wesley Cullen Davidson, Vero Beach,
FL, author, blogger and media commentator on children and parenting.
Dale Danson Winston, New York, chairman and CEO of Battalia Winston, one of
few women to head an executive search firm.

More than 100 guests attended the reception/dinner at the club. They included the
newly organized Friends of Finch members,
whose yearly dues of $50 support the Finch
College Alumni Association Foundation
Trust, which provides the college scholarships annually. The Cosgrave Awards event
is the major scholarship fund-raiser.
Anniversary leaders included Ceil Gavin
Ainsworth and Dr. Sara Arthur, Foundation Trust co-chairmen; Virginia Wattiker
Sheerin, Cosgrave Awards chairman; Marjorie Schulman, Foundation Trust treasurer; Lois Moran Ziegler, grants/scholarship
chairman, and Eileen Bluestone Sherman
and Laura Stober Larsen, co-chairmen of
mentors for scholarship recipients.
The late Dr. Margaret Wright Maxwell,
beloved professor, mentor and friend who
was invaluable to the rebirth of the Alumni
Association in 1993, and the first Cosgrave
Awards in 1995, followed by creation of the
Foundation Trust, is always remembered in
Continued on next page...

Save the Date for the 21st Annual Jessica Cosgrave Awards
The 2015 Cosgrave Awards will take place on Tuesday, June 2 at the Cosmopolitan Club in New York City. So mark your calendars for this
major fund-raiser of the Finch College Alumni Association Foundation Trust. You should also plan on attending the fun-filled cultural and social
events during the weekend prior to this event. It is not too early to nominate potential recipients for this prestigious award. The instructions and
nomination application can be downloaded online at www.FinchCollege.org by clicking on the Cosgrave Award on the left side of the home page.
If you have questions, please contact Virginia Wattiker Sheerin at 212-605-5560 or virginiasheerin@gmail.com.
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Margaret Stein Nakamura’s collage of Finch fund-raisers

thought and spirit by Finch women.
Philanthropist, global activist and 1999
Cosgrave honoree, Francine LeFrak, kicked
off the 20th anniversary awards with a stirring
account and film of her work in Rwanda. She
employs and trains women with HIV/AIDS
to break out of poverty by creating their exquisite beaded jewelry for Francine to sell
through her Same Sky jewelry company. Her
booth at the Cosgrave reception was packed
with guests purchasing the stunning bracelets, pins and necklaces made by women in
Rwanda and America (Jersey City, NJ). Ten
percent of the sales, $550, was donated for
scholarships, given annually to women with
a 2-year college degree who wish to complete
their B.A. degree.
Funds from Same Sky sales were part of a
“milestone” amount raised for Finch scholarships, each valued at $2,000. The more
than 100 living Cosgrave honorees, from
1995 through 2013, were invited to contribute to a special anniversary fund, “The
Outstanding Finch Women Scholarship”.

The goal was $20,000. More than $21,000
was raised. With added donations from Dr.
Katherine Hampares, and from Louis
Stern in memory of his wife, Finch alumna
Freya Moskowitz Stern, Finch is able to
provide 12 new scholarships for 2014.
Generosity extended by former honoree
Frances Fish Tompkins helped increase
Cosgrave anniversary profits. She donated
the Tiffany bowls presented to the 2014 honorees and provided mailing house expenses.
Enthusiasm and support from alumnae from
both coasts and overseas brought the Finch
bank balance to a record high. The ballroom
reception at the Cosmopolitan Club radiated with alumnae reunions, spotlighting the
Classes of 1949, 1954, 1959, 1964, 1969
and 1974. Finch doors closed in 1975 but
that did not stop the alumnae, who continue
stronger than ever.
Special anniversary features at the reception included print and photo collages by
Margaret Stein Nakamura, photographer
and former honoree, who volunteered her

time and talent to put together the nostalgic
displays. Jasmin Freeman, who records the
foundation trustees’ meeting minutes, created
a PowerPoint presentation of alumnae and faculty that ran continuously to the delight of all.
One of the most memorable events occurred just prior to the Cosgrave evening.
Finch alum Ginger Runes Najar again
gave a reception in her elegant apartment
at Central Park West. Highlighting the occasion were poignant, heartbreaking stories
from Finch grant recipients who told how
much their scholarships meant.
“The first scholarship I ever had came from
Finch,” said Dr. Sybille Ngo Nyeck, who had
to leave her native Cameroon, because her
life was in danger. She was representing a defendant in an abusive lawsuit case. “I landed
in New York with $1 in my pocket. I applied
for and received asylum immediately.”
She spent nine months at LaGuardia
Community College, and then moved on
to Swarthmore, where she graduated with
high honors before going on to UCLA for

Rita Castora O’Hare, Dr. Katherine J. Hampares,
Dr. Nelly Santos

Virginia Wattiker Sheerin, Laura Stober Larsen,
Nancy Jackman Holland

Dr. Diane Kelder, Dr. Ronny Cohen, Francine
LeFrak

2

FINCH NEWS

Dr. Tricia Lin, Eileen Rao Meldrum, Henrietta Rothblatt Santo

her Ph.D. in political science. She is now
teaching at Clarkson University, writing
books and doing research on government
outsourcing in Africa.
Moreen Tonny was quite emotional while
telling how her life changed after the 2010
earthquake hit her native Haiti. She had
been teaching young children but was suddenly without a home or a school. Eventually she made it to the United States and Mt.
Holyoke College where she studied international relations. She hopes to build a school
back home in Haiti.
The stories of success and dreams from
more than six Finch grant recipients left their
audience overwhelmed by their challenges,
bravery and determination. Finch alumnae
also realized how important a $2,000-scholarship can mean. It can be the start of a new
life for a deserving young woman.
Week-long events preceding the Cosgrave Awards also raised Foundation Trust
funds. They included walking tours of historic neighborhoods, museum tours, a session at the venerable Hearst Tower and
Good Housekeeping Research Institute and
visits to the Polish Consulate, Morgan Library, and the Friars Club for lunch.
In accepting their Cosgrave Awards each
honoree made clear how much Finch had
meant to her.
“Finch was a teacher’s dream,” said Dr.
Katherine J. Hampares. “Imagine a class
of 12 serious-minded, resourceful students
who greatly appreciated and respected faculty.
Hispanic culture became an important part of
Finch’s campus life. For example, a 1972 graduate, Estela Vazquez, married a Spanish flamenco dancer and became his dance partner.
“I would like to emphasize that Jessica
Cosgrave’s message of a ‘recurrent career’
and women as ‘catalysts of social change’
is being fulfilled every day by Finch alumnae. Your lives reflect eminent careers, selfless volunteer work and lavish philanthropy.
Your awesome accomplishments not only
perpetuate Finch’s legacy but also dispel the
myths about Finch as a prep school of noncaring elitist students.”
Wesley Cullen Davidson said that 1996
Cosgrave honoree Martha Goodyear
Mason inspired her to go to Finch. They
both lived in Greenwich, CT, at the time and

Pierpont Morgan Library Tour May 16

Ginger Runes Najar, Frances Fish Tompkins

Mary Dutton Boehm, Frances Fish Tompkins,
Ceil Gavin Ainsworth at the Friars’ Club May 17

Finch Scholars’ Reception at Ginger Runes Najar’s home, May 18

Martha knew Wesley liked art history.
“While at Finch I took all the art history
courses I could,” said Wesley. “My free time
was spent at the Finch College Museum of
Art’s Modern Wing, under the tutelage of
Elayne Varian. Despite her conservative suits and sensible shoes, Mrs. Varian
was really ‘hip’. She taught a course called
‘Art Museum and Gallery Management,’
unique to Finch. With a stellar reputation,
the museum attracted artists such as Salvador Dali and Andy Warhol to its openings.
Continued on next page...

Finch Group at Polish Consulate Tour May 16
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Ginger Runes Najar, Marjorie Schulman, Virginia
Wattiker Sheerin, Ceil Gavin Ainsworth, Susan
Embree Parker at Finch Scholars’ Reception May 18

Lois Moran Ziegler, Finch Scholars Connie
Falconi and Phurkima Sherpa

Finch Scholar Zineb Bouizy, Lois Moran
Ziegler, Finch Scholar Moreen Tonny, Laura
Stober Larsen

“In February, 1968, Newsweek did an article about the Finch Museum. I had my 15
minutes of fame when I found a picture of
myself in the magazine. I was sporting a
new Vidal Sassoon haircut and wearing fishnet stockings while staring at a painting by
the Dada artist Hans Richter.”
Art courses at Finch also meant a lot to
Maria Schorsch Bacinich, who studied
under Louise Stinnett.
“She taught me the basics of oil painting that I use to this day in my work and
when teaching others. She made me paint
five white eggs for three months. And believe me, you learn to see all the colors of
the rainbow in white after that training!”
Dale Danson Winston said:
“Finch taught me leadership. I edited the
yearbook and ran for the Student Council. What a special place Finch was. You
could have seminars with only seven or
eight students, which allowed for one-onone exchanges. I had a child the year after
graduation, then became an active volunteer. When I found out I was volunteering
40 hours a week, I decided that was not a
good idea. I needed to work. Balancing my
career and family – that is what I am most
proud of. And the wonderful grounding I got
from my college education.”
Anniversary guest speaker Francine
LeFrak voiced a similar sentiment.
“Finch was a great place for me to get
grounded and empowered,” she said. “We
learned about hard work and self-confidence.
“We all want mentors in our lives and
here is one of mine,” she said, addressing
her former art history professor at Finch,
Dr. Diane Kelder, who was sitting nearby.

“This woman changed my life. She was
such an incredible teacher.”
Francine’s passion for African art and her
philanthropic spirit took her to Rwanda,
where she established her Same Sky enterprise to provide jobs and wages for women
suffering from poverty and HIV/AIDS.
“During the Rwandan Genocide (April–
July 1994), one million people were murdered and 250,000 women were raped,
leaving 70 percent HIV positive,” she said.
“More than 130 women work full-time
for Same Sky – we all live under the same
sky, same moon and have one dream. One
woman said: ‘I don’t have to beg any more.
I have a home’.”
“It is so important for us to empower the
next generation. Same Sky is more than jewelry. If we could just make a little dent in
poverty, it would make the world better. The
company has expanded into Zambia, now.
We should think more about what we are

buying and apply conscientious consumerism. One in 10 families has a storage unit
and has no idea what’s in it.
“One hundred percent of the proceeds
from Same Sky go back into the company. I
just want to pay women for their work and
lift them out of poverty.”

Laura Stober Larsen, Margaret Stein Nakamura,
Marjorie Schulman

Dr. Sybille Ngo Nyeck, Maria Schorsch Bacinich,
Candace Pond

Anthony W. Robins, guide, holding catalogues
from Finch Museum Art Deco exhibitions, May 19
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Finch Group at Baker House, May 19 (courtesy of Julie Smith at Baker House)

Article: Laura Hockaday
Photographs: Laura Hockaday
Margaret Stein Nakamura
Finch College Art Museum Article
One of the events at this year’s Cosgrave weekend was
a walking tour of the Upper East Side led by Anthony
W. Robins who also wrote a wonderful article on
Finch College’s Art Museum, “ Remembering Finch
College – and its ground-breaking 1970s Art Deco
exhibits”. The article is on Mr. Robins’ website at
anthonywrobins.com.

IN THE SPOTLIGHT: AUDREY GREENE

I

n late June of this
year, a Lenox Hill
Hospital vice president phoned Audrey
at home in Upper Manhattan to invite her to an
Employee and Board of
Directors awards ceremony
taking place the next day
at the Manhasset Country Club on Long Island,
right across the street from
Long Island Jewish Hospital (LIJ). She was told
Lenox Hill Hospital would
provide jitney transport to
the event for her and her
boss, Director of the Quality Assurance Department,
Kate Maranga, RN.
The awards ceremony lasted three and a half
hours (it took so long
that Audrey and Kate
didn’t even stay for cocktails and dinner afterwards). When it came
down to handing out the
last five awards, Michael
Dowling, head of the
LIJ Health System, announced that they would
come as a surprise to each
recipient. As he handed
out the final award, Kate
instructed Audrey to “take
off your raincoat and put
your purse on the table”.
With that, Dowling anAudrey Greene and Carol Barnes Ross
nounced that Audrey
Greene had the distinction of being employed nographer, Audrey decided to accept the chalthe longest by the LIJ Health System – 60 years! lenge, which took her to Boston, Philadelphia
As the crowd erupted in applause, he present- and Syracuse in order to complete the required
ed her with a beautifully engraved glass vase.
courses. The hospital paid for her travel exAudrey graduated from Finch Junior Col- penses, hotels and meals. The always-colorful
lege in 1953 while still a volunteer at the Man- Audrey was soon being tutored by one Sarah
hattan Eye, Ear and Throat Hospital (MEETH) Brown, or as she likes to say: “So Brown was
in order to fulfill her community service re- tutoring Greene!” Being the smart Finch gradquirement for Finch. After college, the hospital uate that she was, Audrey passed an intensive
phoned, asking if she wanted to be an assis- five-hour exam in Philadelphia. Although other
tant in the medical records department. She hospitals wooed her, she decided to stay with
accepted the position, and she and her then- MEETH. During her time as Director of the
boss, Josie Lynch Harris, became the only Medical Records Department (1959–1987), the
two people assigned to handling the medical hospital increased Audrey’s staff from 2 to 18.
records of hundreds of patients. Despite the From 1985 to 1986, she served as President of
workload, the hospital’s records always suc- the 700-member Greater New York Medical
cessfully passed inspection by the New York Record Association. In 2003 she received the
State Department of Health and the Joint Com- Distinguished Member Award from the Health
mission of Accreditation of Hospitals.
Information Medical Record Association of
However, the inspection agencies decided that New York City.
whoever was head of the department should also
Although Audrey swears that she TRIED to
be a registered record librarian. This would re- retire in 1999 after 46 years, no sooner had she
quire 60 college credits and an examination fol- started getting used to a more leisurely lifestyle
lowing at least two years of study. Although than she was asked to return to work for three
Josie left to find more lucrative work as a ste- weeks because the hospital was about to be sold

to Memorial Sloan-Kettering Hospital. (The
deal ended up not going
through.) Four months
after that, she came full
circle as a volunteer. In
January of 2000, when
Audrey realized this was
going to be a much longer
gig than she thought, she
returned to work full time!
Audrey says all hospitals have a medical records department which,
these days, is called the
Health Information Management department, or
“HIM”, that controls the
confidentiality of patients’
medical records – ensuring that they are accurately
completed, all authorizations obtained before any
information is released to
any inquiring outside party
such as insurance companies, attorneys, other
physicians’ offices and
medical facilities.
Audrey has always actively participated in
Finch alumnae activities.
Most recently, she served
as Secretary of the Finch
College Alumni Association Foundation Trust
from 1999 to 2013, succeeding close Finch
friend, Carol Barnes
Ross, after Carol served
six fruitful years in that capacity. With a nod to
her Finch French, Audrey continues to sing Carol’s praises, as a “secretaire extraordinaire” and
as an all-around “good egg”.
Another close Finch friend was former Chairwoman of the Jessica Cosgrave Awards Nominating Committee, Barbara Ziet Glickman, who
passed away at 74 in February 2014. Audrey
cherishes her fond memories of the happy times
she spent working on Finch-related projects and
activities with Barbara.
Audrey received the prestigious Jessica Cosgrave Lifetime Achievement Award in 2008
for her outstanding professional accomplishments and her volunteer work for the Foundation Trust.
In 2009, MEETH merged with Lenox Hill
Hospital, and LIJ also forged an affiliation with
Audrey’s “new” employer, Lenox Hill. Today,
she continues to work there, part time, as medical information auditor.
Article: Wendy Glickstein
Photograph: Margaret Stein Nakamura
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and Girls Towns of Italy in New York and Rome. Margaret in Richard III. Her daughters have the
For this year, she is raising money for Girls “acting bug” as well and are pursuing acting caThelma Wigoder Ruby Frye, (Finch Class of Town. Her four grandchildren and their parents, reers in New York.
1943), is still working as an actress at age 90. Amy and Carl, live in Spring Lake, NJ.
Last year, she performed a one-woman show in
Alba Farber Francesca’s stunning quilt
October, and last June, appeared on television.
Karen Greenstein Birnbaum Rosner re- graced the summer cover of Art Voices magaShe writes “although there are very few parts ports that she is the Associate Executive Di- zine, Los Angeles residents. Alba and her husfor an old lady, there is life in the old girl yet”. rector at The Shield Institute, a not-for-profit band, Jim Karen, years ago treated Finch
Don’t you love it? Last May and June, Thelma organization serving children ages 3 to 21 and alumnae to dinner at their Los Angeles home
visited Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, the latter adults 21 and over with Intellectual and Devel- and a viewing of her quilt studio complete with
being a roots trip. She visited the villages where opment Disabilities with service sites in Man- explanation of the process of her handiwork.
her grandparents were raised and her father was hattan, Queens and the Bronx (http://www. A frequent attendee at Cosgrave Awards and a
born. Thelma was the first member of the family shield.org and http://www.purevisionarts. former recipient of one, Alba times her trip East
to return since her grandfather and his family org). If interested in learning about how you to see her mother in East Hampton with the May
left in 1892. Thelma proudly displays her Jessi- can help, contact Karen Birnbaum, her busi- Cosgrave annual celebration.
ca Cosgrave Lifetime Achievement Award from ness name. Living in New York City, Karen
2000, a glass box, in her apartment in London.
and her husband frequently see their grandchilToni Walker Hamner reports that she atdren, Judah (8), Emma (5), Ava (2) and Max tended the wedding of the daughter of her
(10 months).
Finch roommate, Jessica Morrissey, in southern France.
Betty King, who has written a cookbook, is
hosting a cooking event in Miami on October 22.
Cathy Cohn Marshall, (Finch Class of 1970),
Nanette Lampl Avery, (Finch Class of 1972), attended Opera Week in Santa Fe. Cathy relays
Christa Mayer Thurman Sala was awarded writes that her e-mail address is nanette.avery@ from Los Angeles that her son-in-law, Brad J.
an honorary Doctor of Arts Degree for her dis- gmail.com.
Porter, was nominated for an Emmy for writing
tinguished career and service to the University of
the Obama comic interview Between Two Ferns.
Southern Indiana’s collection in New Harmony.
Nancy Azara has an article about art and femFollowing Finch, Christa received her Masters of inism in the Brooklyn Rail’s September Issue,
Renee Pappas has moved to Chicago. Her adArts from the NYU School of Fine Arts. She also 2014. She is also in the exhibitions Milk & Night dress is: 50 East Bellevue Place, Apt. 706, Chidid research at the J. Paul Getty Museum. She has at Gallery SENSEI, 278 Grand St., NYC (Sep- cago, IL 60611. She is Director of Development
curated about textiles at Cooper-Union in Man- tember 5–21, 2014) and Femfolio Print Show at at the National Hellenic Museum and also on
hattan and The Art Institute in Chicago.
Scripps College in Claremont, CA (August 30– the Advisory Board for the Chicago Blues ExOctober 19, 2014). Her work is featured on the perience that will open in 2016.
Suzanne Stern Salomon has a new apartment Asya Geisberg Gallery under Works Available.
in Manhattan now but hasn’t moved from Row- http://www.nancyazara.com
Eileen Bluestone Sherman, (Finch Class of
ayton in Connecticut.
1973) writes, “Last October, my second CD,
The Honorable Maria Schorsch Bacinich, featuring an all-star Broadway cast, celebratJoanne Balch Thomas lives in Key Largo, FL, a Cosgrave Award recipient this year, will be ed its debut at the Drama League in New York
with her husband, Graham, and two small dogs, the Art Historian guest speaker aboard the City. Called PERFECT PICTURE, the album
Sesame and Cinnamon. Last summer, they, with cruise ship, The Legend of the Seas, traveling includes 13 songs from the original score to
their daughter, son, and grandchildren, toured to Europe. She will be discussing eight well- my musical about the legendary Norman Rockthe Greek Islands aboard the luxury cruise ship, known artists: Albrecht Durer, Max Ernst, well. I wrote the lyrics; my sister, Gail, wrote
Windstar. If Finch alumnae are near Key Largo, Edward Munch, Jim Tait, William Turner, the music. The CD stars a dozen Broadway ceshe’d love to hear from you!
Salvador Dali, Marc Chagall and Francis Bacon. lebrities, including six Tony Award winners. In
early July, PERFECT PICTURE became an ofEvelyn Byrd Lorentzen Bell traveled to ficial entry in the 57th Annual Grammy Awards,
Norway this past August. Her father, Oivind submitted for the “Best Musical Show Album
Dale Anne Bourjaily, (Finch 1968–1970), Lorentzen, hails from there.
Category”. FYI: Grammy voters will be asked
married Robert Meijer this year. She has a new
to select five nominees from all the entries (in
address: Kerkplein 5B, 2061 JC Bloemendaal,
Betsy Rappaport Dane, (Finch Class of the musical show category) this fall. Yes, the
The Netherlands. Her firm called Natural Cap- 1972), works as the Grants Officer at the Sara- competition is ridiculously fierce, but Finch
ital Ventures (http://www.naturalcapitalventures. sota Opera that performs the works of Verdi. women never shy away from a challenge. If
com) is a new impact fund in East Africa. She Her husband, Tom Dane, is still working in a anyone is curious to learn more about the projconsults on the monetization and financing of kitchen design and remodeling business. They ect and follow its future development, just visit
natural capital at her firm.
have two daughters, Allie and Emma. Betsy my website at EBS ORIGINALS. (www.ebstays in touch with Christine Brandon Ston- soriginals.com).
Susan Klein Lane, (Finch Class of 1962), bely, Sherry Foster Taxman, Barbara Porterwrites that she is “still going strong”. She is cur- Calamaio, Marion Robinson-Duff Filley and
Laurie Rubin Squire, (Finch Class of 1974),
rently a mediator of the New Jersey Superior Dale Anne Bourjaily.
is still managing the Metropolitan Opera broadCourt as well as a teacher in the GED program
casts. Her husband, Herb, is a consulting engiin Paterson, NJ for troubled women trying to get
Franchelle Stewart Dorn, (Finch Class of neer. They have two grandsons, Asa and Ezra,
their life on track.
1972), has been performing since last January whose parents are daughter, Amy, and her huswith The Oregon Shakespeare Festival. She has band, Jim. Daughter Julie works for the MacArEmilie Puzio is Secretary of the Board of Boys been Emilia in Comedy of Errors and Queen thur Foundation.

50s

60s
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Betty Low, Dance teacher at Finch, who lives in
Annapolis, MD is looking for space for her grandson,
Christopher Togent, to display his sculpture and pictorial work. Finch women who have connections to
the art world may want to contact her at 3309 Hidden
River Park Road, Annapolis, MD 21403. Betty’s
dancing experience with the Ballet Russe has made
her a lecturer in demand. She has also lectured on
Wiaghcliff at the National Gallery Show. The photography show of Twenty Most Interesting People by
Yousuf Karsh in which his photograph of Betty entitled “The Turban” won a prize at the Louvre!

In Memoriam

Elizabeth “Lisa” McGraw Webster died on
June 28, 2014, in Sun Valley, ID, at her vacation
home. She was a charter member of The Princeton Skating Club and served on the Board of The
Skaters Fund that provides assistance to coaches and skaters in need, including national and
Olympic champions.
Article: Wesley Cullen Davidson

Florida Finch Reunion Luncheon
Enjoy a fun reunion luncheon with Finch graduates!

Where: Naples, Florida!
When: February 2015
(date to be decided)

Who: Finch alumnae
More details soon! If you have any questions or suggestions or
would like to help us plan the lunch, please email one or both of
us. Thank you! Hope to see you in Florida!
Lois Moran Ziegler, zieglerassociate@aol.com
Julie Vasques Horns, jvhorns@aol.com

Have you paid your 2014 dues yet?
The Finch College Alumni Association Foundation Trust New Lifetime Member
needs your support to carry on its mission of granting Celia Goldberg Zahringer
scholarships to worthy candidates. Annual dues are $50;
lifetime membership is $300. You can also have your Major Donors
friends and associates join as Friends of Finch. Dues are Charlotte Blumencranz
$50 a year or $300 for a lifetime membership. Your dues Juliet Messimer Gede
and donations are tax deductible, since we are a nonprof- Lois Chiles Gilder
it 501(c)3 organization. Just go to the Finch College web- Graeme Marston
site www.FinchCollege.org and click on Membership on the Celia Goldberg Zahringer
left of the home page to download a form and join. You can
mail the form along with your dues to:

Finch College Alumni Association Foundation Trust

954 Lexington Avenue, #183
New York, NY 10021

Updates to FCAAFT Directory
We are in the process of updating the directory and would like to
know if you have changed your name, address, telephone number
or email. So please send an email with your current information to
finchassoc@gmail.com. Also, we would appreciate your not using
the directory as a mailing list for your business or other associations. The directory and its contents are proprietary products of
the Finch College Alumni Association Foundation Trust.

Finch College Alumni
Association Foundation Trust
954 Lexington Avenue, #183
New York, NY 10021
finchassoc@gmail.com
www.FinchCollege.org

Board of Trustees 2014
Ceil Gavin Ainsworth - Co-Chair
Sara Arthur - Co-Chair
Joy Correge
Wesley Cullen Davidson
Susan Davis
Denise Mularoni Decker
Cheryl Young Deknatel
Ann Holmes Diluglio
Wendy Glickstein
Audrey Greene
Margaret Stewart Hedberg
Laura Hockaday
Magda Stark Katz
JoAnn Cricchio Kubat
Susan Embree Parker
Marjorie R. Schulman
Virginia Wattiker Sheerin
Frances Fish Tompkins
Lois Moran Ziegler

Officers 2014
Joy Correge
Vice President

Susan Davis
Vice President

Wendy Glickstein
Vice President

Magda Stark Katz
Vice President

Susan Embree Parker
Vice President

Marjorie R. Schulman
Treasurer

Finch News
Joy Correge
Publisher

Wendy Glickstein
Editor

Laura Hockaday
Feature Editor

Wesley Cullen Davidson
Class Notes

Magda Stark Katz
Contributing Editor

Margaret Stein Nakamura
Contributing Editor

Emilie Puzio
Contributing Editor
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Finch Grant Judges Share Common Values
There’s something about Mary...and Tricia...
and Cecilia…that makes one want to know about
their careers in academia and their very special
roles as Finch grant judges. These three women
make their recommendations for grant awards
based on merit, courses taken, goals, qualifications and the most effective and efficient proposed use of the grant itself.
What The Three Tenors are to classical music, our
three judges are to the Finch Grant Award Program.

Mary Raddock
Soon after Finch College closed its doors for
good in 1975, when many of its existing students transferred to Marymount Manhattan College, Finch’s former Director of Admissions,
Sally Arthur, also moved to Marymount where
she hired then 26-year-old Mary Raddock as residence counselor for the school-owned apartments located at 91st Street and Third Avenue.
During that time, several former Finch students
also came to live in Mary’s Marymount residence
hall. (She says she still has many fond memories
of hilarious times spent with these funny and creative young women.)
Mary soon became head of student activities and director of financial aid. After that, she
went on to become Associate Dean at Fordham
University. But that was before she achieved
the distinction of becoming the first woman to
hold a Vice Presidential title there – for eight
years – as Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs. Since most of the administrators
at that time were Jesuits, it was highly unusual
for a woman to sit on the administrative council. When caring for her two small children and
overseeing 2,400 resident students became overwhelming, Mary went on to teach in the gradu-

Mary Raddock

ate program at Columbia University Teacher’s
College, where she developed an interest in under-prepared students. Deciding to help these
students prepare for college, she moved on to
Norwalk Community College in Connecticut as
Dean of Students where she remained for eight
years to better serve that segment of academia.
In 1998 she served on the Finch Scholarship
Committee for graduates where she met Finch

alum Lois Moran Ziegler. The two women discussed earmarking part of the Grant for an associate degree.
Mary says it is she – more than her two fellow
Finch scholarship award judges – who looks for
and focuses on curriculum. She deems it vital that
female students challenge themselves with the
difficult, sometimes less popular, courses, such
as math and science. First and foremost, as she
reads the transcripts, she is always on the lookout for leadership qualities, volunteer activities
and personal values. More often than not, she
has found those who have the least are the most
likely to give the most.

Yi-Chun Tricia Lin
In 1997, then assistant professor of English
at Borough of Manhattan Community College
(BMCC), Tricia became involved in the process of helping women students transfer from
two-year community colleges to four-year colleges. That summer, she started teaching in the
Exploring Transfer (ET) Program at Vassar College, where she would continue teaching every
summer except two until her departure for Southern Connecticut State University in fall 2004.
Having taught at the ET program at Vassar and
been involved with student transfer from BMCC
to schools like Mount Holyoke, Vassar and Smith,
Dr. Mary Raddock, Scholar judge; Dr. Sybille Ngo Nyeck, Finch Scholar; Dr. Tricia Lin, Scholar judge; she was contacted by Lois Moran Ziegler in spring
and Dr. Sara Arthur
2004 to serve as a judge.
8
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Tricia says she has always found working
with community college women very satisfying, meaningful and significant. For her, the
success of even just one woman is far-reaching
for grandmothers, mothers and daughters. She
sees Finch as a catalyst for extending beyond
the personal narratives we collect and record,
and she finds this type of work integral to a
larger vision of women’s studies from women
in their community.
Tricia has known her fellow Finch judge, Cecilia Macheski, since her first days with the Vassar
program in 1997; they both subsequently met
Mary through their work with the Finch scholarship program, as well as Smith Admissions Director, Sidonia (Sid) Dalby. She also knew and
greatly admired Dr. Margaret Maxwell, and over
the past decade she has seen applications for the
Finch Scholarship grow dramatically. Spending
many hours combing through her list of applicants, she has seen both the quality and quantity
of applications increase dramatically, especially
within the past two years.
Tricia is currently the head of Women’s Studies at Southern Connecticut State University,
where she has been since 2004, and President
of National Women’s Studies Association from
2012 to the present.

Cecilia Macheski
Cecilia grew up in Greenpoint, Brooklyn.
Unlike her parents, who did not finish high
school, she was encouraged to go on to college, attending the City College in Harlem,
where she majored in English. In 1971 she
started teaching part-time at Brooklyn College,
then at LaGuardia, then at Queens College. At
Christmastime one year she attended a meeting
of the Modern Language Association (MLA)
at the New York Hilton where she ran into a
former colleague from LaGuardia who offered
her a full-time job right there on the escalator!
Having just started graduate school, and needing the money, she accepted. Unlike the work
that grad school had prepared scholars to do,
the community college job offered no high-end
seminars or opportunities to teach her specialization. Instead, the position meant large classes of freshman with diverse backgrounds, and
a high-energy environment that sustained her
for many decades.
Cecilia taught for 40 years at LaGuardia
Community College of the City University of
New York. One of her favorite academic ventures was Exploring Transfer, an interdisciplinary team-taught summer program co-authored
with Vassar College. The five-week session invited community college students to explore
the liberal arts college education experience
while learning how to navigate a successful
transfer. Many students did, in fact, transfer to
four-year colleges including Yale, Columbia,
Swarthmore, as well as to many fine public
universities across the country. Since this program was limited to 35 to 40 students a year,

Tricia Lin

Cecilia Macheski

Cecilia sought to expand and go national with
the transfer goals. To that end, she coordinated with admissions officers including Sidonia
(Sid) Dalby from Smith College and Caroline
Dietel from Mount Holyoke to establish transfer workshops both at Exploring Transfer and
at the community colleges. Sid linked Cecilia to
Lois Moran Ziegler, and the Finch Scholarship
program. Along with many others, they gradually built it into a tri-state area effort, supporting highly qualified students from community
colleges toward transfer with financial support.
Cecilia recommends a book called, Cross-

ing the Boulevard, which features interviews
with immigrant students who tell their stories of becoming successfully assimilated New
Yorkers. Despite her recent retirement, she remains active in professional groups that develop transfer policies.
Article: Wendy Glickstein
Photographs: Laura Hockaday
Margaret Stein Nakamura
Mary Raddock

2015 FCAAFT General
Membership Meetings
The Finch College Alumni Association Foundation
Trust meetings in 2015 will be held at the Birch
Wathen Lenox School, 210 East 77 Street, New York,
NY 10075 at 6:00pm on the following dates:

January 13
March 31
June 9
We welcome all members and friends of Finch.
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9

Record Number of Finch Grants Awarded in 2014
The Finch College Alumni Association Foundation Trust (FCAAFT) recently announced the
winners of this year’s $2,000 grant awarded to
outstanding community college women above
the age of 22 who will enter an accredited fouryear college. Each $2,000 grant is a one-time
monetary award based upon student merit, academic achievement and letters of reference from
two of their professors. Once again, we are indebted to our fine college professor judges, Dr.
Tricia Lin, Dr. Cecilia Macheski and Dr. Mary
Raddock who contribute their valuable time and
expertise in narrowing down the list of candidates.
This year the FCAAFT awarded a record
number of 12 scholarships instead of the usual
four or five grants. This extraordinary increase
in awards was due to the generosity of past Cosgrave honorees who contributed to a special
20th FCAAFT anniversary scholarship fund,
“The Outstanding Finch Women Scholarship
Fund”. Donations totaled more than $21,000. In
addition, Louis Stern donated a scholarship in
memory of his late wife and Finch alumna, Freya
Moskowitz Stern, and Dr. Katherine J. Hampares, Finch College Spanish professor and 2014
Cosgrave honoree, donated another full grant.

2014 Finch Grant Recipients
Although Peishan Chang arrived from China
three years ago without speaking English, she
has not only mastered the language, but has also
excelled in chemistry and professional science.
This fall, she will transfer from Kingsborough
Community College in Brooklyn to Smith College to study chemistry where she will apply for
internships in applied research. At Kingsborough
she made and characterized 10 new compounds.
She also made a presentation of her work, “Green
Organic Chemistry”, at the national meeting of
the American Chemical Society in New Orleans.
One professor states, “Peishan Chang has an interest in real world problems and how basic science connects…she is interested in the medical
and forensic sciences and would like to work in
the laboratory doing basic research”. In addition
to all this, she is working full time to support
herself.
Just as Kimone Coley was beginning to adjust
to moving from Jamaica, West Indies to the
Bronx at age 13, her father died. Kimone says
she recovered hope because of her high school
psychologist who became her mentor, restored
her faith and urged her to become a successful
college graduate. During her second year attending Westchester Community College, she had a
second baby and her professor suggested applying for scholarships. Kimone is now a member
of the Honors Program, Phi Theta Kappa Honor
Society, Admissions Ambassador program and
active in the Benevolence Community Outreach
10
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Ministry. She won the Vassar Summer Exploring
Transfer Scholarship, and is proudly managing
her family and achieving a 3.85 grade average.
Kimone’s career goal is to be a psychologist to
help others. Her family of four will be moving to
Smith College.

born leader, Derya became very active in the Phi
Theta Kappa Honor Society, and volunteered to
participate in environmental projects cleaning up
the nearby river.
Christina Mihailescu’s life took a positive
turn when she had a job with a cruise liner, offering her great adventures and her first trip to
the United States from Romania. She enrolled in
LaGuardia Community College after a gap of 17
years of attending school. Shortly thereafter, her
marriage dissolved but she continued studying,
determined to prove to her two daughters, ages
6 and 10, that dreams can be achieved through
hard work and perseverance. She is now working part time at a paid internship at Met Life.
Taking courses in management, marketing, business law, and accounting Microeconomics, she
learned different aspects of business. She also tutored in the college’s Academic Peer Instruction
Program, and participated in the National Model
UN Conference as part of the Environmental Program. Her goal is to have a strong foundation
in economics, receive a bachelor’s degree and,
eventually, work at the United Nations. Cristina
plans to attend Columbia University School of
General Education.

Born and raised in Brooklyn public housing
developments, with a severely dysfunctional and
violent family, Vivian Figueroa left home at 14.
She started her government career as a switchboard operator with the New York City Housing Authority. Working in various departments,
she succeeded in becoming Assistant Director
of Human Resources, dealing with diverse staff
and providing services for more than 12,000 employees throughout the agency. Vivian had only
a High School Equivalency Diploma, when she
started taking evening classes at Bergen Community College in New Jersey. She graduated
with an Associate Degree in the Paralegal Program, maintained a 3.9 grade average, and was a
member of the PTK Honor Society while working full time. This year she is transferring to
Southern New Hampshire University to pursue
a career in the legal field and will take online
college courses to obtain her degree. This will
allow Vivian to continue to work full time with
the Housing Authority. Vivian received the Dr.
Justine Benie N’Gozan arrived from the Ivory
Katherine J. Hampares Scholarship.
Coast of Africa two years ago not speaking English, and is now a member of three honor societies
Her mother’s selflessness as a neonatal nurse in at Housatonic Community College in Bridgeport,
Poland was what attracted Monika Jusiega to the CT: Phi Theta Kappa, National Society of Leadmedical field. She will transfer from Bergen Com- ership and Success, Epsilon Pi Tau, Technolomunity College with an associate’s degree in nat- gy Honor Society, and is listed in Who’s Who
ural science and mathematics to William Paterson Among Students in American Universities and
University to pursue a bachelor’s degree of sci- Colleges. A straight-A student, Justine always
ence in nursing. Her work history includes being wanted to know how mathematics and science
a member of the American Association of Medical could be applied to real life. She is looking to put
Assistants, and she holds certificates in CPR, phle- theoretical science concepts into practice. Selectbotomy and electrocardiography. She has worked ed to work on a project for NASA and the Nationas a medical assistant in several hospitals where al Science Foundation, Justine is also involved
she received specialized training. A former Em- in community activities such as volunteering at
ployee of the Month, she knows just how much a her church soup kitchen to serve healthy meals to
bachelor’s degree in nursing will help her achieve the needy; she also volunteers to clean up local
her goal and empower her to become a better parks. Justine will enter the University of Texas
member of the health care community.
in Austin and, after completing studies in Actuarial Science, she looks forward to starting her
Derya Yildirim Lane was recognized by her own business.
college, Norwalk Community College in Connecticut, as a Woman of Distinction and PromShaumane Paulk knows how different the dyise. Derya received the Freya Moskowitz Stern namics and policies of the health care system are
Award and will transfer to the University of from her family experiences and from volunteerPennsylvania to study law. As a child and a young ing in health care services. Currently finishing an
woman exposed to her father abusing and beating internship with Breakthrough Options For Famher mother, Derya was determined to break away ilies, Inc. where she services two families, she
from her life in Germany; she learned of an au will transfer from Norwalk Community College,
pair program that would allow her to live in the CT to Ohio State University to study for a career
United States and take some community college in Social Work. She also volunteers at a food
classes. Despite a 55-hour work schedule, she pantry and is a member of the Phi Theta Kappa
became actively involved at Norwalk Commu- Honor Society and National Society of Leadernity College, where she joined the Speech Club, ship and Success.
became editor of The Voice newspaper, joined
debate teams, all of which led to an internship
Receiving a toy doctor’s kit as a young child
working for Mayor Harry Rillings in Norwalk. A motivated Cassie Lynn Reed to seek a career in

the sciences. Microscopes and laboratory kits
brought similar joy in later years. She first pursued this direction with a 2006 degree in dental
hygiene and a career in that field. Leaving a
stable job to obtain more education has been
intimidating. Now completing Ulster County
Community College, NY with an associate
degree, Cassie will transfer to the University
of Rochester to study microbiology and molecular genetics. This summer she was honored to
participate in the Chancellor’s Education Pipeline Biomedical Research Award Program and
will participate in microbiology and genetic
research with a Professor of Science and Research at Stony Brook University. Cassie’s ultimate goal is to graduate from medical school;
she is interested in pathology, infectious diseases, genetics and oncology.
College had never been on Gabriele Rosado’s
radar during high school; she much preferred
exhibiting artists in galleries and expositions.
When socializing became more of a priority
for her than academia, she was expelled from
Honors English classes and ultimately enrolled
in night school. She made Dean’s list all four
semesters and received invitations from three

honor societies. She now has a multi-level plan
for becoming a published writer of fiction,
nonfiction, poetry and stage plays. She has
taken courses in all these subjects. For a career
in theater, she has taken courses in playwriting
and acting and has been involved in every
college theatrical production on campus. She
also took a five-week acting course at the local
theater company. She also has ambitions for a
career in film as filmmaker, screenwriter and
actor. She is now entering Columbia University,
a dream come true.
While studying biotechnology at Queensborough Community College, NY, Eun Jung Shin
had the opportunity to partake in and to present her findings at several symposia for Northeast Regional Meetings at Yale, Columbia and
the City College of New York. She participated
in many research internships at the Department
of Environmental Protection and technical research projects with individual professors. This
past summer she did research at Hope University in Michigan. She also tutors eighth and ninth
grade students as well as her peers. Eun Jung’s
goal at Queens College is to study Bioengineering, and to eventually earn her Ph.D.

After a financially debilitating divorce
and the loss of her job of 10 years due to the
economic crisis, Emilie Alexandra Unterweger enrolled at the Borough of Manhattan Community College (BMCC) with her
sights set on accounting and bookkeeping.
Always an avid reader, Emilie found that sitting in a classroom discussing concepts and
exchanging ideas with professors and other
students was a fascinating and challenging
experience. She actively participated in the
college community and other organizations;
she also spoke at a rally on domestic violence and volunteered at the Women’s Resource Center. She is now looking forward
to continuing her incredible journey this fall
as a writing major at the school of General
Studies of Columbia University, focusing on
poetry and nonfiction. She is a recipient of
the Dr. Margaret Maxwell Award. Given
annually, this award named in memory of
a beloved Finch College history professor,
is presented to a woman who, despite overcoming adversity in her life, continues to
thrive and succeed.
Article: Lois Moran Ziegler

2005 Finch Scholar Dr. Sybille Ngo
Nyeck Believes in Giving Back
a generous donation to the Finch Scholarship
Award program.
Sybille graduated from LaGuardia Community College, then Swarthmore College with High
Honors, then on to graduate school at the University of California Los Angeles where she received her Ph.D. in 2013 in Political Science. She
is now an assistant professor of political science
at Clarkson University in New York. She well remembers that the Finch scholarship was the first
she received in the United States.
Sybille’s book, Sexual Diversity in Africa:
Politics, Theory and Citizenship, was published
in October 2013 at McGill-Queen’s University
Press. Her current and future research projects
are about government outsourcing in a comparative perspective. She is currently completing a
book manuscript on government outsourcing in
Africa, a comparative study of South Africa, Nigeria, Botswana and Uganda.

Dr. Sybille Ngo Nyeck

When Sybille Ngo Nyeck applied for the
Finch Grant in 2005 she was living in a monastery in Brooklyn, the church of the organization that had enabled her to come to the United

And to think how meaningful it was for Sybille to receive the Finch scholarship to enable her
and to motivate her to continue on to such great
success! This is the first time a grant recipient has
made a donation. Sybille wants other women to
be able to receive the Finch Grant and to also be
so fortunate.
States from Africa. While attending the May 18 Article: Lois Moran Ziegler
reception honoring Finch grant recipients, Sybille was so moved by the stories of students cur- Photograph: Margaret Stein Nakamura
rently part of the program that she quickly made
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Finch Fall Events
Tuesday, October 21: Tour the 26th Annual Antique Dealers Show

Finch
alumnaeFinch
and friends
are invited to a private tour of the 26th Annual International Fine Art & Antique Dealers Show on Tuesday, October 21
2014
Spring
Event
beginning at 5pm at New York’s Park Avenue Armory. The tour offers an in-depth view of several of the spectacular pieces dealers have brought

to New York.
The International
Show, founded in 1989, was New York’s first vetted fair and remains one of the world’s most prestigious and inSaturday,
April
5:
fluential art and antique events. The tax-deductible donation is $40.00 with all proceeds to benefit the Finch College Alumni Association FounTour
the International Antiquarian Book Fair
dation Trust’s Scholarship Award Program. To reserve your place, please contact Wendy Glickstein at wglickstein@nyc.rr.com by October 16.

TheWednesday,
eagerly awaited International
Antiquarian
BookMetropolitan
Fair returns to
October 29:
Tour the

Opera House

behind
the Armory
scenes forfrom
an exclusive
look
whatthan
it takes
the Go
Park
Avenue
April 3 to
6. at
More
200to make operatic magic at the Met! This private tour offers a fascinating backstage

look at one of the world’s premiere performing arts organizations, including visits to the scenic and carpentry shops, rehearsal rooms, dressing

exhibitors
fromstage
all over
will participate,
bringing
not only
rooms, and
area. the
Ourglobe
tour, limited
to 15 people,
is scheduled
for 2:30pm on Wednesday, October 29. Please note that as this is a working

house,
a possibility
thatinnot
all areas
will
be available to us during our tour. The tax-deductible contribution is $40.00 and reserrareopera
editions
onthere
everyis subject
written
ancient
and
modern
vations are
first-come,range
first-served
basis. To make
your reservation,
languages,
butona awonderful
of autographs,
manuscripts,
maps please email Suzanne Stern Salomon at wim.z@me.com.

andSaturday,
curiosities as well.
The great wonder
of The
Book
Fair is Art
the
November
15: Tour
The
Salon:

+ Design

Seventh grader,
Basha
Goldwater,
was awarded
the
The thirdquality
Salon: Art
+ Design
willshown.
take place
theside
Parkwith
Avenue
Armory from November
13 to 17.
The show,
now trending
heavily toward
of the
material
Sideatby
classic
unexpected
Finch-Birchart,
Wathen
Lenox
scholarship
modern and contemporary design complemented by master works of 20th century 2014
and contemporary
boasts an
even School
higher caliber
of dealer
American
orbefore.
BritishAlong
literature
in pristinely
illustrated
jackets,
for outstanding
and community
involvement.
than ever
with 37
returning galleries,
thedust
Salon
welcomes new exhibitors
from Turin, academic
Berlin, Brussels,
Cologne, Amsterdam
and
New York.
It’s a must for
collectors cooking,
and admirers
of contemporary
and fine and ethnographic
art. The
Saturday,
November
volumes
on architecture,
gardening,
children’s
literature,and historic design
The scholarship
provides partial
tuition
for the
15, guided tour begins at 3:00pm and the tax-deductible donation is $40.00. For reservations,
CeilBasha
Ainsworth
ceilains@aol.com
remainder please
of heremail
studies.
is a at
member
of the
science,
travel and medicine, can be found at the fair. The April 5
or call 212-288-5653 by November 8.
Student Council, plays volleyball, and participates in
guided tour begins promptly at 3:00pm and the tax deductible
the annual Breast Cancer Walk. She is also active in
Pleaseisbe$40.
sureFor
youreservations,
contact the appropriate
person
make youratreservation for each event. Then please make your tax-deductible condonation
please contact
CeiltoAinsworth
Guitars for Veterans, an organization that raises funds
tribution payable to the Finch College Alumni Association Foundation Trust, and mail to:
ceilains@aol.com or call 212-288-5653 by March 30.
to provide guitars as a source of comfort to wounded
HereTrust
she is photographed with her parents.
Finch College Alumni Association veterans.
Foundation
954 Lexington Avenue, #183
New York, New York 10021

Finch College Alumni Association Foundation Trust
954 Lexington Avenue, #183
New York, New York 10021
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